STATEMENT

NJWA Strongly Protests against the Cabinet Decisioto Drastically Change Japan into a
“War-Waging Country” and Demands the Decision Be Reacted
July 2, 2014

The Central Executive Committee of New Japan Womes'’ Association

On July 1, 2014, in complete disregard for the wilthe sovereign people, the majority of whom esggrtheir
opposition in every opinion poll, the Abe Cabinafagced a decision to permit Japan’s exercise efright to
collective defense. The decision reverses theitivadl government position that under Article 9 thfe
Constitution clearly stating "renunciation of waltipn-possession of force", and "denial of belleggmights”, the
use of such right is impermissible. It is a higtalty outrageous act intended to transforming dajpdo a
“country waging war abroad” and “willing to kill anto be killed”. The New Japan Women’s Association
protests against the Cabinet decision with stradgghation, and calls for its immediate retraction.

To make such constitutional reinterpretation a#tesingle cabinet decision through closed-door mgstof the
ruling coalition of the Liberal Democratic Party &dpan and Komei Party, without listening to pespdpinion

or holding Diet discussions is a coup d'état th&iriges upon constitutionalism, which is totallgyacceptable.
One of the reasons why the Abe Cabinet rushed ghraine decision can be clearly seen in the U.S.
announcement to welcome the decision saying tieat¢fv Self-Defense policy “will enable Japan’s $dfense
Forces to engage in a wider range of operationsvaie the U.S.-Japan alliance even more effective”.

Prime Minister Abe Shinzo said in a press intervibat Japan would never engage in war, but it iswright lie

misrepresenting the fact. The Cabinet decisior time reversed the long-held official view of A& 9,

allowing Japan to use armed force not only in cdsgmed attack against Japan, but also in thet®fean attack
on another country with which Japan has close ti@$e ruling coalition insists that they will petniine use of
the right to collective self-defense only to a ‘lied extent”. But since who determines if therasis“obvious
danger or not” is the government of the time, s there is no brake on the use of armed force. reber, the
decision expands “the areas of SDF's supply anérdtigistic support” activities, which has beenited to

“non-combat” areas to combat areas. It also resogstrictions on the uses of weapons by SDF. ®@mce
brakes put on support activities, “ban on the dsarmed force” and “limited to non-combat zone"g aemoved
from the previous armed SDF troops will becometénget of attacks, and will be dragged into combdthis is

as clear as day.

The Cabinet decision cannot be implemented onwits before revising laws. Our real struggle for qgeeaas
just begun. The Abe Cabinet intends to introdubie for revising the Self-Defense Forces Law, Rekeeping
Operation Act, and other relevant laws for the wdrsthe extraordinary session of the Diet thisiaumt, so that
necessary legislation will be completed in time floe re-revision of “the Guidelines for Japan-Ul®fense
Cooperation” before the end of this year. Howewesny women and people in Japan do not want it. reMo
than 100,000 people protested outside PM Abe’saffpublicity campaigns, rallies and demonstratéwe, being
carried out nationwide, and over 200 local assesslitiave passed resolutions, opposing or demandiedut
considerations to the Cabinet decision. Cleatlg, Abe Cabinet and warmongers who are backedaiimrner.

The New Japan Women’s Association, upholding thgosjtion to adverse revision of the Constitution ttoe

resurgence of militarism as one of the foundingeotiyes, expresses its determination to do its strwstop the
attempt to make Japan a war-waging nation. Far e will further expert our power of organizingags-root
movements all over Japan voicing “Never to sendcbildren and grandchildren to battlefield”. Tdustwith a
wide-range of women and people, we demand a ritrast the Cabinet decision and mobilize massit@as to

block the move to revise the relevant laws foruke of collective self-defense.



